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Record Seal Application and Procedure
You have the right to petition the Juvenile Court to seal your Juvenile Court record and records in the custody of other agencies, including law enforcement agencies and public officials, after one of the following occurs:
· Five years or more after you were cited to appear or were taken before a probation officer or any officer of a law enforcement agency where no petition was filed in Juvenile Court.

· At any time after you reach the age of 18.

· You have been rehabilitated to the satisfaction of the Court.

WIC 707(b) Offenses:

· Subjects who were adjudicated of a WIC 707(b) offense at age 14 or older and the offense was not reduced to a misdemeanor, or the Petition was not dismissed.  In this case, subjects are only eligible if they are 18 years old or older and completed any period of Probation Supervision related to the offense imposed by the Court.  If the subject was committed to the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation - Division of Juvenile Justice as result of a sustained WIC 707(b) Petition, they must be 21 years of age and have successfully completed any period of Probation Supervision after release from the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation - Division of Juvenile Justice.
The Probation Department will most likely recommend the Court not seal your record if you do not meet the following criteria for suitability:

· Must be at least 18 years of age.

· Not currently on probation/parole or are incarcerated.
· If you are currently pending Court proceedings or were recently convicted of charges.
· If you were convicted as an adult of an offense involving moral turpitude.
It should be noted, the decision to seal a record is made by the Judicial Officer, not the Probation Department.  Although the Probation Department may recommend against the sealing of a record, your application for a record seal will still be processed at your request.  Attached is Judicial Council Information Forms JV-595-INFO and JV-596-INFO.  These forms discuss in detail the limitations on record seals as well as the benefits of record sealing.
If you would like to petition the Court for a record seal, please follow these steps:
1. Completely fill out application and bring along a copy of photo I.D. to: 
Main Probation Building
2005 Ridge Road

Bakersfield, CA  93305
2. The investigation process will begin and you will be contacted if further information is required.  If you do not qualify for a record seal, you will be contacted.
3. A Petition to Seal Records will be completed and you will be contacted to return to the Probation Department to pick up three (3) copies of the Petition.  Take all copies to the Court Clerk’s Office at the Juvenile Justice Center.  The Clerk will take the Petitions and give you back one (1) copy.
4. You will receive notice of your hearing by mail.  Your appearance is not mandatory.

5. Once the record has been sealed, you will receive notice by mail.

*Exceptions can be made in cases of travel hardships (i.e. military personnel stationed out of    state/country).  

**If you live outside of Kern County, simply complete the application and send it to the following address and copy of photo identification.

For additional information contact:   
Kern County Probation Department

Deputy Probation Officer Angela R. Esquibel
2005 Ridge Road

Bakersfield, CA 93305
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